
                                     
 

 

 

--  QUILT BINDING --  
LESSON:  Connect The Ends  

 

BY: DARLEE BYRON  
 

 

 
 

 
!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘǳƳōǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƴŘƛƴƎΚ  hǊΣ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ 
how to do it?  I find that both can be true.  The άconnecting of the endsέ can be done several ways, and so one 
needs to choose the method that best suits their project.  AnytimeΧ I need to take time to figure out a process 
that frustrates me -- it takes longer to accomplish or perhaps gets left undone.  Therefore, I have documented my 
preferred method with this quilt so that others can enjoy these steps too.  We all want our binding to look 
beautiful.  I love to try new things and hope to try all the different methods available.  
 
Learn hereΧ HOW TO CONNECT THE ENDS, so that it becomes one continuous binding strip for your quilt project. 

 

 

 

 

THIS LESSON:  A binding strip has been sewn to the quilt and a section of each piece has been left 
unattached from the quilt to prepare for the connecting of the ends.  Here are my 14 EASY STEPS. 
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SSPPEECCIIAALL  NNOOTTEE::  
I am demonstrating my binding lesson on a quilt I adapted from Pattern PS-ςςπ Ȱ4É ,ÅÁÖÅÓȱ ÂÙ  

Patchworks Studio.  See their  ÕÎÉÑÕÅ 'ÉÖÅ Ǫ 4ÁËÅ !ÐÐÌÉÑÕïΆ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÓ ÁÔ their website. 
 

                             

 
 

Step 1 :    Pin strip so the ends are facing in different directions (a 45-degree angle) at the point they meet.  
Then press the binding strip so this angle is marked with a crease in the fabric.  J 
 

   
 
 

Step 2 :   Make a mark (shown in circle on photo) with a pencil or marking pen on wrong side of fabric on 
bottom of strip on the crease line (the one that touches the quilt top only.)  Do this on both ends of binding.  J 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.patchworkstudio.com/
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STEP  3 :  Then draw with a ruler (as shown on photo) all the way across the binding strip from your 
mark on the wrong side of the fabric.  This will be your stitching line.  J 
 

RIGHT SIDE* 

 
 
 

LEFT SIDE* 

 
 

*Binding is facing you and quilt top is facing away from you in these photos. 
 

 
If you have sewn closer to the ends of the binding and you have the space to do so, I would let out more of the 
sewn seam.  If you find it too close for the process ς this will give you more room to work with the binding. 
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STEP  4 :  Cut one inch away from this drawn line with your rotary cutter.  Set the ruler on fabric as 
shown in the photo.  In a later step, you will cut away the extra seam allowance.  J  
 

 
 

MORE DETAILS FOR STEP #4:   
 

 
 
 
The quilt top is facing away from you in the photo.  The (L) indicates the left side of the binding (as it faces 
towards you).  The (R) indicates the right side of the binding (as it faces towards you.) 
 

To ensure that the seam allowance is on the proper size of the pencil line -- from where you will cut -- you 
can make a mark where the (X) is shown on the photo.  IE:  use a safety pin, draw an X, mark with tape, etc.  
 

X:  = CUT ON OPPOSITE SIDE OF LINE.   The pencil line is the sewing line.  And the seam allowance is one-inch 
wide to allow easier handling of the process. 
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STEP  5 :    I have used the pinning method and found it gets awkward with all those pins ready to stick 
your finger at any moment.  See below for a better approach for Step 5.  J     
 

                                                         
Awkward Method:  This photo shows me marking the drawn line with pins. 

 

 
 

 

Better Method:  {ƻΧ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŦƛŘŘƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƛƴǎΣ ǘǊȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΥ  baste on the pencil line on each piece. 
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STEP  6 :   Press with iron on this stitching line with wrong sides of fabric facing each other.  J 
 

 
 

 

 

STEP  7 :   (This is an optional step.)  If you want to take a quick glimpse of how the binding will fit after it 
has been sewn.  I was curious of its fit and laid the two pieces together, unstitched. This is good to do if it is your 
first time working with this method.  Later on you can skip both steps 6 & 7.  J 
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STEP  8 :   Match the basted line on both pieces of the binding.  Then pin with right sides together.  A lot 
less pins to get caught and in your way now.  J 
 

 
 

 

 

STEP  9 :   Stitch the seam on the basting line.  !ŦǘŜǊ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘƛǘŎƘŜŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŦƛǘǎΦ  J 
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STEP  1 0 :   Before trimming the seam, check the fit and finger press for a better look.  If it doesnΩǘ ŦƛǘΣ 
ƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŘƻ ƛǘ ƻǊΧ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΧ  J 
 

 

 
 

 

 

STEP  1 1 :   This lesson is easier to demonstrate and work with using this larger seam allowance and 
it gives a better resultΦ  {ƻΧ ƴow we can trim the seam down to a one-quarter inch.  J 
 
 

 
 
NOTE:  It is better to have extra to trim off a seam; then nothing to add onto to it - if the piece ends up too short!         

 


